1.6        AN  EXPOSITION   OF 'SOKDELLO'

is to make spices grow and there is no limit to the
Increase of the most intricate beauty in the flower. In
Sordello eye and ear are avenues to a loveliness that
most men can only dimly see: to such as he the sky
is bluer and the sun brighter than to the common
sort.

LI. 483-522.

Of men belonging to this regal class some are passionate in
their devotion to objects not themselves.

483-504.           What in the way of loving is possible to souls of the

Devotion of    regai ciass ?    This may be their experience.    With each
regal class to   discovery of beauty they are for a while enchanted, but

their love grows til1 it; beeomes oppressive. Then, be-
cause they cannot help the inanimate object of their
devotion by anything they can do, their imagination
endows it with will and purpose and aims, such as may
worthily employ a thing of so fine a nature. New
discoveries, too, are ever being made. Things of beauty
are succeeded by things of greater beauty still, each object
wearing the crown of homage only till a fairer one appear
to claim it. And at last individual forms, thus seen one
by one in their beauty, combine to express the sum of
loveliness: the earth is God's, and God Himself fills it
with His presence.

505-522.           ISTow, observe these  natures in  their progress from

Its intensity. WOrship to worship, with all its stir of passion, and you
will note that their great characteristic is their absolute
need of devotedly losing themselves in something not
themselves. To each revelation of beauty they must
belong, and it becomes stronger and stronger in its claim
upon them until at length they are lost in it, and ask
not whence its dominion over them arose. With them
- it is as it was with light, which, according to legend,
flowed together through space in one great stream till
the spheres were hurled blank out of chaos, when it